A high frequency of hepatobiliary disease and suspected cholangiocarcinoma associated with heavy Opisthorchis viverrini infection in a small community in north-east Thailand.
A group of 87 adults from a small village in north-east Thailand was chosen to undergo ultrasound investigation based on their intensity of infection with the liver fluke, Opisthorchis viverrini, or clinical status (history of jaundice, current hepatomegaly). From this group, 8 cases of suspected early cholangiocarcinoma were found, and the diagnostic features of 6 of the 8 were confirmed by computerized tomography scan and endoscopic retrograde cholangiopancreatography. In addition, several cases of mild gall-bladder disease, chronic cholecystitis, cholelithiasis and parenchymal liver disease were detected. A highly significant positive relationship between the intensity of liver fluke worm burden and the severity of biliary tract disease within individuals is reported. These results indicate that Opisthorchis is associated with moderate to severe hepatobiliary disease in a considerable proportion of infected individuals.